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BIRDING WITH OPEN ARMSBIRDING WITH OPEN ARMS
By Elizabeth Muntean, AmeriCorps Urban Environmental EducatorBy Elizabeth Muntean, AmeriCorps Urban Environmental Educator



The Young Birders program has 
been a really wonderful experience 
for me. It helps me get outside and 

take photos of the animals I love 
while being surrounded by people 

as interested in birds as I am. I have 
already learned so much and am 
excited for what my future in this 

program holds.

“
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THE YOUNG THE YOUNG 
BIRDERS PROGRAMBIRDERS PROGRAM

Launching Youth into Environmental Leadership

SPOTTED TOWHEE



SEATTLE AUDUBON: Why did you choose to host a 
Nature Camp Naturalist in your home?

MARTHA NESTER: We have space in the lower level of 
our house that is mainly used for occasional overnight 
guests. It seems like a waste of space when we know 
housing in Seattle is so expensive and in short supply. 
When Christine said that she had a Naturalist here for the 
summer needing a place to stay, we said, sure, we would 
be happy to have her.

SA: How did the home-stay go for you?

MN: Lauren stayed with us for about 10 weeks. She was 
very independent and quiet so we hardly knew when she 
was there. She was busy most days.

Lauren was a friendly gal, and easy to get along with. We 
had her over for dinner a couple times during her stay. 
Originally we told her that rent would be $50 per month 
to cover the cost of electricity and water but we would 
reduce the rent if she helped a bit with some yard work 
and caring for our dog. In the end, we did not charge her 
anything.

SA: What advice would you have for people who might 
consider doing this in their home?

MN: Set clear guidelines of what you expect.

SA: Would you do it again?

MN: Yes, definitely.

A SUMMER ROOST FORA SUMMER ROOST FOR
NATURE CAMP STAFFNATURE CAMP STAFF

By Hanae Bettencourt, Associate Education ManagerBy Hanae Bettencourt, Associate Education Manager
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Every year, I have had the 
opportunity to work with amazing 
naturalists and junior naturalists to 
bring nature, fun, and adventure to 
the lives of children across Seattle. 

Through the laughter and tears, 
I continue to learn more about 

teaching, science, art, and myself.

“

LAuren Eno
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