Answers and Solutions

Duck Behavior Scavenger Hunt
How many of these behaviors can you observe?

Ducks and Other
Waterfowl
A Field Guide for Youth

 A duck dabbling (feeding with its head in
the water and its tail in the air)
 A duck diving
 A duck walking/waddling
 A mama duck with her ducklings
 A duck vocalizing
 A duck waterproofing their feathers
(preening)
 A male duck showing off for a female duck
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Wood Duck by Tom
Grey via BirdWeb

A Little Note

Fun and games
Complete the dot to dot and then color
the image using the icons!

Ducks, Geese, Swans, and More!
Fall and winter are the best times to go out and
observe all kinds of waterfowl. This field guide and
activity book has all you need to go on a duck
adventure. You'll find pictures of the most common
waterfowl species that are found in or around
Seattle and some fun and games too. Once you find
the ducks, watch for the special behaviors listed on
the back! (Note: While the species are listed by saltwater vs. freshwater habitats, some duck species can
be found in both.)
There are many places you can go to watch these
fun animals. See the list below for suggestions on
some great places to go on a duck adventure. Or,
you can find some water, and you're sure to meet
some of the friends that are in this field guide.
Enjoy!
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For more information, visit
www.seattleaudubon.org
or call: 206-523-4483

- GREY

- YELLOW

- GREEN

•
•
•
•

- BROWN

•

Yesler Swamp and the Union Bay Natural Area
(University of Washington)
Billy Frank Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
(Olympia)
Green Lake (Seattle)
Marymoore Park (Redmond)
Jack Block Park (West Seattle)
Hicklin Lake (Burien)

- BLACK

•

- PURPLE

Waterfowl Hotspots:
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Fun and games

Geese and Swans

Many people love to visit the ducks and feed them bread.
But did you know that bread is really bad for a duck’s
health? Check out the grid of food below and cross out all
the things that ducks shouldn’t eat. It’s usually best not to
feed any wildlife, but what’s left in the grid is an ok option.

Dennis Paulson

Tom Grey

 Cackling Goose
 Canada Goose
(Branta hutchinsii)
(Branta canadensis)
Note: Cackling goose much smaller than Canada Goose

Greg Lavaty

Tom Grey



Brant (Branta bernicla)
Note: Often on coast

 Snow Goose
(Chen caerulescens)

Can you help
the mallard
duck get back
to his pond?

Joseph V. Higbee
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Tom Grey

 Tundra Swan
 Trumpeter Swan
(Cygnus columbianus)
(Cygnus buccinator)
Note: Trumpeter larger than Tundra, Tundra often have
yellow spot under eye.
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Freshwater Species

Saltwater Species

Note: The females of all the species on this page (except Wood
Duck) all look very similar. Look for the males to determine species.)

Gregg Tompson

Tom Grey
Lee Barnes

 Mallard (male & female)
(Anas platyrhynchos)

 Gadwall (male)
(Anas strepera)

 Surf Scoter (male)
(Melanitta perspicillata)
Note: Bright colorful bill

 White-winged Scoter (male)
(Melanitta fusca)
Note: White wing patch

Tom Grey
Greg Lavaty

 Wood Duck (male & female)
(Aix sponsa)

Tom Grey

 American Wigeon (male)
(Anas americana)

 Common Goldeneye (male)  Barrow’s Goldeneye (male)
(Bucephala clangula)
(Bucephala islandica)
Note: Circular white patch on Common, vs. crescent
shape on Barrow’s

Joseph V. Higbee
Greg Lavaty

 Green-winged Teal (male)
4 (Anas crecca)

Greg Lavaty

 Northern Shoveler (male)
(Anas clypeata)

 Harlequin Duck (male/female)
(Histrionicus histrionicus)

Dennis Paulson

 Ruddy Duck (male)
(Oxyura jamaicensis)
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Saltwater Species

Tom Grey

Joseph V. Higbee

 Greater Scaup (male)
(Aythya marila)

Glen Tepke

 Horned Grebe
(Podiceps auritus)

Tom Grey

 Bufflehead (male)
(Bucephala albeola)
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Freshwater Species

Note: Also found in freshwater
ponds

 Common Loon
(Gavia immer)

Greg Lavaty

Joseph V. Higbee

 Ring-necked Duck (male)
(Aythya collaris)
Note: The ring around the bill

 American Coot
(Fulica americana)
Note: Red eyes and white beak

Gregg Thompson

 Western Grebe
(Aechmophorus occidentalis)

Tom Grey

 Pied-billed Grebe
(Podilymbus podiceps)

 Northern Pintail (male)
(Anas acuta)

Gregg Thompson

 Red-breasted Merganser
(female) (Mergus serrator)
Note: Similar to Common
Mergansers

 Common Merganser (female)
(Anas americana)

 Hooded Merganser (male)
(Anas americana)

Note: Mergansers have thin, long bills
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Coloring Pages

Image by Laurel Mundy

Coloring Pages
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